A Profound Treasury Retreat
June 12-21, 2026 - Saco, Maine

Om ye dharma hetu-prabhava hetum tesham tathagato hyavadat,
tesham cha yo nirodha evam vadi mahashramanah svaha

“Regarding dharmas that arise from a cause, the Tathagata taught their cause
and also their cessation. Those were the words of the Great Mendicant.”
— Nalanda Translation Committee

This brief mantra encapsulates the Buddha'’s pith teaching on karma or dependent arising. It is revered,
for according to the sutras, upon hearing these words the ascetic Shariputra had his first glimpse of
awakening. What did Shariputra realize about karma? And what does this teaching actually mean?

“Karma”is a term that has long since been adopted by popular culture, typically viewed as a moral
force that punishes or rewards people for their actions. This misunderstanding tends to foster blame
and complacency. When we look more closely at our own actions, the question is: what do we really
experience in our daily lives?

At the 2026 Profound Treasury Retreat, through a week of contemplation and practice, we'll explore the
Buddhist understanding of karma as the intricate chain of cause and effect that arises from ego’s attempt
to secure its position in our world. By acknowledging the workings of cause and effect, we can begin to
see our deep interconnectedness with all beings and recognize the reverberations of our actions through
familial, cultural, and collective patterns. We will also explore the possibility of discovering freedom from
karma in the present moment and how each future moment, therefore, could be completely open.

As Trungpa Rinpoche says, “But if, for a moment, you do something that is not based on a belief in
separateness, if it's not based on thoughts that have any kind of prerequisite or dependency, then your
activity ceases to be karmic.” (The Karma Seminar - KCL September 1972)

The Profound Treasury Retreats are for everyone, whether you are new to meditation
or a seasoned practitioner. Your presence and wisdom are welcome.
https://profoundtreasuryretreat.com/the-retreat/



